4.   The Conflict

Indian nationalism swayed uncertainly between West-
ern modes of life and the old and superseded social forms.
The uncertainty affected the mentality of the age. The
disturbance was naturally greatest among the young.
The process proved a continuing one, for the world was
passing beyond the stage of nationalism. India was forced
to experience simultaneously the phases through which
European countries had passed in successive stages. We
have referred to the abortive capitalism of India. Her
nationalism and democracy were threatened with the same
arrested development. Before she had fully evolved her
nationality or her democracy, she was faced with the
problem of organising her life in terms of social collectivism.

The development of capitalism leads to a demand for
world monopoly. Monopoly raises questions about the
distribution of its profits among the various members
of society. A primitive rural economy can be centred
round the family or the tribe. The father tills and the
mother weaves and cooks. Children help in the field or
house. Each family reproduces society in miniature. With
growing specialisation and increasing skill in different
types of work, the tribe or village takes the place of the
family, but the life of the tribe or village still remains self-
contained. It is only when trade and commerce develop
beyond tribal limits that social interdependence becomes
sufficiently strong to colour communal psychology.

The first World War shook the basis of existing Western
culture. It revealed the contradictions inherent in nationa-
lity and capitalism in a naked form. New ideas captured
the imagination of the intellectually alert. The profound
disturbances in man's accepted beliefs and habits were
climaxed in the socialist revolution of Russia. It is yet
too early to assess its repercussions on the various forms